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Question 1: Discuss the primary causes of the Revolt of 1857.  
 
 
Question 2: Explain the significance of land as a resource. What are the different uses of 
land? 
 
 
Question 3: How does the Indian Constitution promote secularism? 
 
 
Question 4: How can secularism be strengthened in a society where religious identities are 
strong and deeply rooted? 
 
 
Question 5: Analyze the role of the Doctrine of Lapse in the outbreak of the Revolt of 
1857.  
 
 
Question 6: Evaluate the impact of water scarcity on agriculture and food security. 
Suggest sustainable practices to mitigate this issue. 
 
 
Question 7. Read the source given below & Answer the following Questions 

 
On 8 April 1857, a young soldier, Mangal Pandey, was hanged to death for attacking 
his officers in Barrackpore. Some days later, some sepoys of the regiment at Meerut 
refused to do the army drill using the new cartridges, which were suspected of being 
coated with the fat of cows and pigs. Eighty-five sepoys were dismissed from service 
and sentenced to ten years in jail for disobeying their officers. This happened on 9 
May 1857. The response of the other Indian soldiers in Meerut was quite 
extraordinary. On 10 May, the soldiers marched to the jail in Meerut and released 
the imprisoned sepoys. They attacked and killed British officers. They captured guns 
and ammunition and set fire to the buildings and properties of the British and 
declared war on the firangis. The soldiers were determined to bring an end to their 
rule in the country. But who would rule the land instead? The soldiers had an answer 
to this question – the Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar. Unnerved by the scale of 
the upheaval, the Company decided to repress the revolt with all its might. It 
brought reinforcements from England, passed new laws so that the rebels could be 
convicted with ease, and then moved into the storm centres of the revolt. Delhi was 
recaptured from the rebel forces in September 1857. The last Mughal emperor, 
Bahadur Shah Zafar was tried in court and sentenced to life imprisonment. He and 



his wife Begum Zinat Mahal were sent to prison in Rangoon in October 1858. 
Bahadur Shah Zafar died in the Rangoon jail in November 1862. The recapture of 
Delhi, however, did not mean that the rebellion died down after that. People 
continued to resist and battle the British. The British had to fight for two years to 
suppress the massive forces of popular rebellion. Lucknow was taken in March 1858. 
Rani Lakshmibai was defeated and killed in June 1858. A similar fate awaited Rani 
Avantibai, who after initial victory in Kheri, chose to embrace death when 
surrounded by the British on all sides. Tantia Tope escaped to the jungles of central 
India and continued to fight a guerrilla war with the support of many tribal and 
peasant leaders. He was captured, tried and killed in April 1859. Just as victories 
against the British had earlier encouraged rebellion, the defeat of rebel forces 
encouraged desertions. The British also tried their best to win back the loyalty of the 
people. They announced rewards for loyal landholders would be allowed to continue 
to enjoy traditional rights over their lands. Those who had rebelled were told that if 
they submitted to the British, and if they had not killed any white people, they would 
remain safe and their rights and claims to land would not be denied. Nevertheless, 
hundreds of sepoys, rebels, nawabs and rajas were tried and hanged. 
 
Q1.Define the term ‘Firangis’? 

 
Q2. Who was the last Mughal emperor? And when did he die? 

 
Q3.Where did Tantia Tope escape? And when was he captured? 
 


